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prohibit the public preaching of the reformed
religion. Mary of Guise had wanted to placate
the Reformers., since their antagonism would have
been inconvenient and perhaps dangerous, but
she dared not reject the pressing demand of the
Catholics. She was herself a Catholic, and while
the Protestants might be neutral in the political
struggle, they could never support her; the
Church, on the other hand, and the French
Catholics were her allies, and she would be lost
if they deserted her. Even now, however, Mary
hoped that a compromise could be found between
Catholics and Protestants, and she summoned the
reformed preachers to appear at Edinburgh in
July 1558. The preachers answered the com-
mand, but they feared measures against them and
came accompanied by a strong body of supporters.
Fearing a riot if any action were taken against the
preachers, the proceedings were quickly closed.
But rumours had spread that the preachers were
in danger, and a crowd of Protestants marched
into Edinburgh. They learned that the preachers
were safe, but they were not satisfied with that
assurance. It was necessary that the regent
should be warned, and, forcing themselves into
her presence, they told her that they would
demand a reckoning if the preachers were inter-
fered with.
Mary of Guise, surprised at the strength and
resolution of the Protestants, decided not to make